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1 Thessalonians is the oldest existing piece of Christian literature. The apostle Paul visited  

Thessalonica early on his second journey where his ministry flourished. The reason: he and the  

people took time to care for one another; to really get to know one another. So many times in this busy sea-

son, which donôt forget, is busy by our own choices; we donôt take the time to really engage in valuable rela-

tionships. This business seems to have even invaded our lives throughout the year.  

When Paul couldnôt return to Thessalonica, he sent his companion Timothy who wrote a mostly positive re-

port. But we cannot help notice that there is some concern about the communityôs life of faith: 

ñHow can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 

our God because of you?  Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see 

you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faithò (1 Thess. 3:9-10). 

We too thank God for each of you! It is the unique personalities, gifts (talents) and dedication as  

fellow Christians in ministry here at St. John that leaves us in awe, and being quite thankful for every mem-

ber of the body. And yet, we like Timothy, hope and pray that you will come and see your  

brothers and sisters in Christ face to face, every week, to hear the word of God and grow in your faith. It 

hurts the body of Christ, as it does God when we are so busy and so tired from all of our choices that we 

donôt make it to worship.  

This Christmas and beyond, may you be encouraged to hear Godôs word every week, live faithfully, and with 

thanksgiving, put as much energy into getting to and participating in worship as anything else in life. May 

you find great comfort with your brothers and sisters here in this place and may you live in the joy of this 

community so that your faith grows and Jesus Christ changes your life.   

ñNow may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 

for all, just as we abound in love for youò (1 Thess. 3.12). 

    Christmas hope, peace, joy, and love to all.  Pastor Andrea & Pastor Brian 

See page 3  

for listing of 

Christmas 

Worship  

Service 

Schedule 

$ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ 7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ .ÏÔÅÓȡ  !ÄÖÅÎÔ φττύ Ȱ0ÒÅÐÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ 7ÁÙȱ 
12/6   Advent 2 Adult Forum: {Ŝŀǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ά[ƻƻƪ CƻǊǿŀǊŘέ (Luther Room) 
       Littlest Lutherans (upstairs Lounge) 
12/13 Advent 3 Adult Forum: {Ŝŀǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ άaƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ aŀǊȅΩǎ {ƻƴƎέ (Lounge) 
       ά{ŜƴƛƻǊ !ŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊέ (GREAT Room) 
12/20 Advent 4 Adult Forum: {Ŝŀǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ά²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘƛƭŘΚέ (Luther Room) 
       Littlest Lutherans (Lounge) 
       Faith Conversations with PastorsτMiddle/High School Youth  

12/27 Christmas 1    9am worship; no education 

Pastorõs Note... 

http://www.stjohndepere.com
mailto:stjohndepere@newbc.rr.com
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  Christmas Gifting Tree 
in the narthex:  tags include  
suggested gift ideas.  Please re-
turn wrapped gift with tag on top 
as soon as possible (at latest Dec 
16).  ***There is a wrapped box in 
coat room to place names and 
phone numbers of Christmas 
needs information; contact will be 
made.  Call Marlene at 336-7472 
about gifts/families in need.  

Poinsettia Sign -Up  

One week left to place your  
orders!  Sign-up by Dec. 6th on 
Communications Center.  Pay at 
sign-up with cash/check in  
office drop box or in offering.  
 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ сΦрέ tƻƛƴǎŜǘπ
tia Plant is $ 12.00 and they 
may be picked up after the 9pm  
Christmas Eve Worship.  
Thank You, 
THE WORSHIP &MUSIC COMMITTEE 

ñRoom -off -of-the-GREAT Roomò 

 ???  Now  the ñLuther Roomò! 

  Bakeless Bake Sale 
December 1-15 During this 
busy holiday season just put the 
cost of your baked item(s) into 
an envelope, along with a dona-
tion if you desire.    NO baking 
required!  Place envelope in   
mixing bowl in the narthex or in 
the offering. Thrivent will match 
funds up to$400! Proceeds to 
pay for New Community Shelter 
meals. Thank you for your sup-
port!  Merry Christmas!  Janet 
Klipstine, ELCA Women of St. John 

      Tri-Resource Group 
     òSenior Advantageó 
will present an informational 
seminar on 2010 changes to 
Medicaid, Medicare, & Veteransô 
Benefits Sunday, Dec 13, 9am. 

New CHOIR DIRECTOR!  

Welcome Mr. Michael Barber!  
Michael, a West De Pere native, 
brings many wonderful choral gifts 
to St. John & is excited to 
lead the choir in joyous 
song! Glory to God! 

 

 

 

 
 

Life-ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΗ 
Adults! Join the Pastors on Sundays 
to study and discuss the biblical 
texts you will hear the following 
week in worship. Live with the 
texts throughout the week and see 
life through new lenses! This new 
curriculum has the whole congrega-
tion studying the same bible sto-
ries!  Seasons will be incorporated 
into worship to help us make con-
nections! Everyone is invited and  
encouraged to seek out a fun and 
fulfilling educational opportunity! 

Next meeting Dec. 20!

A fun biblical & life events  
conversation with the pastors 
for grades 7 -12.  Usually meets 
on the red couch downstairs 
the last  Sunday/mo at 9:15am.  

 

Coming Soon: 
 

Ladiesô Bible Study with 
Pastor Andrea.  

      Please join the Sunday School 
    children of St. John to celebrate 
         the birth of Christ at their 
     "Shepherds, Sheep and a Savior" 
        program Saturday, Dec. 19th 
        at 3:30pm with potluck dinner 
        to follow.  
 

 

 
 Invite family & friends!! If attending, 
 please return response cards sent 
 home with children by Sunday,  
 Dec. 6th.  Questions?   Contact 
 Melanie 336- 1082 or email Erin 
 stjohnsundayschool@gmail.com. 
           
 Donõt forget: Kidsõ extra practice  
 on Sat. Dec 12 from 9am- 11am. 

SCRIPȣ NEW partnership with 
Citgo Y-MART. St. John receives 
1% back on gas & 10% on store 
items. No card; just pay as you 
wish and ask attendant to credit 
St. John! Way to go!   
Festival Foods SCRIP cards are  
sold after all worship services at 
the Welcome Center. Thank you! 

 HANGING OF THE GREENS  

Sunday, December 6 following 
the 2nd service (No worries, the 

Packers play Monday night!)  ALL 
are welcome to help us decorate 
   the sanctuary for Christmas!  

     WHOLENESS GROWS! 
           A new & exciting  
        opportunity for you!   
We are partnering with Weight 
Watchers as part of our wholeness 
program and will be offering yoga 
and Weight Watchers beginning in 
January. Seize the opportunity to 
sign-up for both and receive a free 
box of bars from Weight Watchers!  
Watch for further details. 

Thank you for your donations to the 

Ȱ9ÅÓ 7Å #!.ȱ &ÏÏÄ $ÒÉÖÅ ΤΡΡΫ!   
St. John collected lots of food to share 
to feed the hungry ... Matthew 25:35! 



Newsletter Producer Wanted!  
Looking for a volunteer to work 
with the church office each month 
to collate news items into the 
church newsletter.  This job can be 
done completely from home!   
Contact the pastors for more info. 

Men in Mission Annual Dinner  
Dec. 15 - Out of Town Club - 6pm!  
Contact Dick Vanden Heuvel with 

questions.   Please sign-up on 
Communications Center. 

Christmas Worship Services  
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 
     Family Worship 12pm 
     Candlelight Worship 7 & 9pm 
Dec. 25 Christmas Day  
     Lessons & Carols 9am 
Dec. 27 1st Sun. after Christmas 
     Worship 9am only 
No classes & No worship  
     Dec. 23 & Dec. 30 

Confirmation Corner 
7th & 8th graders are learning the 

Apostlesõ Creed in December! Pastors 

teach in a large/small group format.  

OUTREACH ACTIVITY: Christmas 

Caroling 12/16 at nursing homes in 

De Pere. Christmas cookie social to 

follow worship!   Thanks to Jill 

Quigley for arranging and directing 

our carolers! Thanks to all parent 

helpers!        Pastors Brian & Andrea 

The Choir bids farewell 
to Janet Osterberg on Dec. 20. 
We give thanks for all the years 
of fantastic music & Godspeed 
on her new endeavors!  

Thank you from  

Mission Sewing  
for supporting the Annual Craft 
& Bake Sale!  Together we raised 
Αρπρς ×ÉÔÈ 4ÈÒÉÖÅÎÔ &ÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌȭÓ 
ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓ ÍÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÇÉÆÔ ÆÏÒ 'ÏÄȭÓ 
mission. 10% of the proceeds will 
go to UWGB Ecumenical Center 
and 90% to our worship space.  

STAND UP FOR JESUS!  
Be watching for your   

opportunity to serve your Lord 
and Savior through our very 
own Vision 2 Serve program,  

ñJourney of Faithò 
coming in January . 

 
 
 
 
 

TriLights Youth & their par-

ents had fun raking yards for 
two elderly St John members in 
October.  Pictured (L -R) top: 
Sam, Pastor Brian, Lisa Good-
win, Jilayne Robinson, Lynette 
DeRuyter; middle: Katy, Evan 
Paige, Karla; bottom: Noah, 
Tom Hrdlicka, Madeline.

Prayers 
Bob Schmidt,  

Vern Freemore,  
Laverne Enderby  

Participate in the  
GIVE-A-KID-A-BOOK  

campaign!!   
Collection box in narthex through 

Dec 10 for donations.  Bring new, 

unwrapped childrenôs books or 

make a donation check.  Books 

distributed as holiday gifts to  

local disadvantaged children by 

the Salvation Army.  

²Ŝ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ 
prayer and keeping all the men 
and women of our Armed Forces: 
 

MSgt Jack Thornton U.S. Air Force 

SPC Liam Wilmet  U.S. Army 

PFC Andrew Madson  U.S. Army 

CPT Jeffrey Fox  U.S. Army Res 

LCpl Travis Romenesko   

  U.S. Marine Corps 
 

GOD IS OUR REFUGE AND STRENGTH. 
PSALM 46 

Church Office Hours 
Mon - Thurs   8am to 3:30pm 

Friday  - Office Closed 

Littlest Lutherans!  
Come learn and play with us on  

the 1st & 3rd Sundays each month  
in the upstairs Lounge!  

Children birth - 2 years and their  
parents are welcome to join us for 
songs, games, crafts, snacks, and fun! 
Contact Leslie-Ann at 347-4627 with 
any questions.  

Did you know we have a  
BOOK CLUB AND we would 
like you to become part of 
our discussion group?!   Join 
us for a dutch treat get-together, 
at the Nicolet Restaurant in  
De Pere, on Monday, Dec. 7th, at 
5:30pm.  Help us pick the books 
to read for the upcoming 
months.  (Questions call Paula 
336-0948 or Sherry 336-2846). 

Trust Fund Scholarship Applications 

for spring semester due Jan. 7, 2010. 

THANK  YOU  everyone at St. John  
for your thoughts and prayers; 
also for Pastor Andrea, the Caring 
Cooks, and the Prayer shawl given 
to our family in the loss of our 
Dad and Grandpa. 
     Love, The Karner Family  

A heartfelt thank you from the 
Sunday School to all the families 
who donated gifts & filled boxes 
to OPERATION  CHRISTMAS  CHILD .   
St. John sent 68 Christmas boxes 
to children around the world!  


